Symphonic Gospel: Celebration 
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Mark Butler Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Richard Smallwood arr Henry Panion Anthem of Praise
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Darrel Petties & Strength In Praise Glory Hallelujah
Richard Smallwood Total Praise
Steven Furtick, Chris Brown, Cody Carnes and Kari Jobe arr Trey Mclaughlin The Blessing
George Frideric Handel arr Quincy Jones And He Shall Purify
Brandon A Boyd Sign Me Up
Jason Michael Webb Hallelujah to the King of Glory
Carol Cymbala and Oliver Wells High & Lifted Up
Joseph Pace II arr Carol Cymbala Hallelujah Anyhow
Donald Lawrence orch John Stoddart The Blessing of Abraham
Oscar E Williams Jr Safety
Richard Smallwood arr Henry Panion Bless the Lord 

André J Thomas conductor
NaGuanda Nobles soprano
Lurine Cato soprano
Christian Mark Gibbs tenor
Brandon A Boyd piano
LSO Community Voices
Soul Sanctuary Gospel Choir
London Symphony Chorus
David Lawrence LSO Community Voices chorus director
Emily Dickens LSO Community Voices vocal coach
Mariana Rosas LSC chorus director
Clarence Hunte SSGC choir director
London Symphony Orchestra 

Welcome
It is a pleasure to welcome you to this evening’s London Symphony Orchestra concert, conducted by LSO Associate Artist André J Thomas. Over recent seasons, he has brought his extraordinary energy and musicianship to the LSO’s symphonic gospel concerts, and we are pleased to have him return for his 2025 performance, Celebration. We are also delighted to be joined by gospel artists NaGuanda Nobles, Lurine Cato and Christian Mark Gibbs, pianist Brandon A Boyd, and more than 250 singers combining the forces of LSO Community Voices – bringing together singers and participants with all levels of experience from the local community and beyond – Soul Sanctuary Gospel Choir and the London Symphony Chorus, each returning to the Barbican for this special occasion. Together, they create a joyful and uplifting soundworld that brings together communities through the shared power of music. 

Tonight’s programme celebrates the rich legacy of US gospel music, from traditional spirituals to contemporary works by leading composers and arrangers. Familiar melodies are reimagined in bold symphonic settings, blending the expressive spirit of gospel with the colour and power of the full LSO in concert. 

We are also thrilled to share that our collaboration with André J Thomas continues beyond the concert hall with the release of Shout for Joy earlier this week, a new album of symphonic gospel recorded at LSO St Luke’s with Soul Sanctuary Gospel Choir, Lurine Cato, Evvie McKinney and Brandon A Boyd, produced in partnership with Platoon. 

Our thanks go to all those taking part in this evening’s performance, and to everyone here tonight in the audience. Next week, Soweto Kinch – saxophonist, composer and rapper – presents Soundtrack to the Apocalypse, the final instalment of his trilogy in collaboration with the LSO. Maxime Pascal returns the following week to conduct three world premieres by alumni of the LSO Helen Hamlyn Panufnik Composers’ Scheme. The programme features pianist SeongJin Cho, appearing as part of his Artist Portrait series, performing a new piano concerto written for him by fellow Korean Donghoon Shin. We hope to see you there. 
Dame Kathryn McDowell DBE DL
Managing Director











Tonight’s Concert 
Introduced by André J Thomas
Gospel music is unapologetic. It comes out with fiery energy. It’s like lighting a firecracker – it starts with a sizzle, and that’s it. Every section of this concert will have an impact. When we hear Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Joseph Haydn, we think of their restraint, but this music says, ‘To heck with restraint.’ It goes straight to people’s hearts and understanding. Nothing is hidden – it’s wide open. 

Gospel music is not generally conceived symphonically. It is usually performed with a smaller set of instruments, and we are now putting it in a symphonic envelope. Orchestras in the US are pushing heavily for this, which means that orchestrators are busy creating parts and I’m making many transcriptions. Part of my role as Associate Artist of the London Symphony Orchestra is to find and create arrangements that work for the LSO – I’m like a detective tracking everything down! 
Gospel music is unapologetic. It comes out with fiery energy. It’s like lighting a firecracker – it starts with a sizzle, and that’s it. Every section of this concert will have an impact. 

I hope that you will leave feeling uplifted. I want you to feel better than you did when you walked through the door. My ancestors used music to make it through their day in the fields and in their homes. Music was crucial for our survival during slavery and it was an integral part of the civil rights movement. Music, art and drama allow you to share your culture with other cultures, to help to build understanding. Music is not a hoarding thing. It’s all about sharing, not appropriating. That is its incredible power. 

Tonight’s concert is called ‘Symphonic Gospel: Celebration’. It will feature composers we have not heard from during our concert years, whilst also paying homage to the familiar composers who have graced our ears with their masterpieces. Buckle your seat belts, sit back, and enjoy the concert. 6 Programme Note Gospel music is unapologetic. It comes out with fiery energy. It’s like lighting a firecracker – it starts with a sizzle, and that’s it. Every section of this concert will have an impact. 













Song Texts
Celebration Omega: ‘Heaven’
Jeffery L Ames

Heaven, Heaven,
I’m goin’ there.

One of these mornin’s it won’t be long,
You’ll look for me and I’ll be gone.
Goin’ up to Heaven to sing and shout,
nobody there will turn me out.

I’m going, Oh yes I’m going,
To a city called Heaven.

My God built that City,
He said it was just a four square,
And he wanted all you sinners,
To meet Him in the air.
There are twelve gates to the City,
Twenty Four elders in the City,
Waitin’ for me in the City, hallelu.

Meet me, Jesus meet me.
Meet me in the middle of the air,
And if these wings shall fail me,
Meet me with another pair.

There are twelve gates to the City.
Twenty Four elders in the City,
Waitin’ for me in the City, hallelu.

Have you heard of a city,
The streets are paved with gold.
Twelve gates to the City, hallelu,
Three gates in the East,
Three gates in the West,
Three gates in the North,
Three gates in the South.

Have you heard of a city,
The streets are paved with gold.
Twenty Four elders in the City,
Forty-eight angels in the City,
Waitin’ for me in the City.

Joy in the City!
Peace in the City!
Happiness in the City!
Shout ‘Hallelujah!’ in the City!
No more cryin’ in the City!
No more dyin’ in the City!
Waitin’ for me in the City, hallelu.
I’m going there I’m going there,
Yes! I’m goin’ there I’m goin’ there.
I’m goin’ … to a city called Heaven.
You know that I’m goin’ I’m goin.
Yes! I’m goin’ To Heaven.

Had to cry sometimes.
I’m going Yes I’m going on my way to Heaven.
To a city called Heaven I’m goin’, Yes!

Three gates in-a the East,
Three gates in the West.

Don’t you wanna go to Heaven.

Tell me ‘bout it.

Beautiful, Beautiful City!
Yes I’m goin’! I’m goin’ to Heaven.
Yes I’m goin’! Going up to Heaven.
Nothing but joy up in Heaven.
Nothing but joy up in Heaven.
Twelve Gates,
Twelve gates to the City Waitin’ for me.
Waitin’ for me in the City,
Hallelujah.

© Fred Bock

Get on Board, Little Children
Traditional arr André J Thomas 

Get on board, little children, 
Get on board today! 

Get on board, little children, 
Get on board today! 

There’s room for many a more 

Get on board, little children, 
Get on board today! 

Get on board, little children, 
Get on board, board! 

© Fred Bock

Way Over in Beulah Lan’ 
Traditional arr Stacey V Gibbs 
Oh, when we get way over in Beulah Lan’, 
Way over in Beulah Lan’, 
Yes, Beulah, 
Way over in Beulah Lan’. 

We gonna have a good, good time, 
Good time, oh Lordy, 
Way over in Beulah Lan’. 

We gonna walk dem golden streets, 
Way over in Beulah Lan’. 

We gonna drink of de holy wine, 
Way over in Beulah Lan’. 

I said I’m singin’, 
Way over in Beulah Lan’, Yes, Beulah Lan’. 

We gonna have a good time, 
When we get to heaven, children, 
Way over in Beulah Lan’. 

Beulah Lan’, 
Oh yes! 
Beulah Lan’, 
Lan’! 

Wade in the Water
Traditional arr Linda Twine

Wade in the water,
Wade in the water, children,
Wade in the water,
God’s gonna trouble the water.

Jordan’s water is deep and wide’
Wade in the water’
My Lord’s gonna trouble the water.

Wade in the water,
Wade in the water, children,
Wade in the water,
God’s gonna trouble the water.

© Fred Bock

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Mark Butler

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God!

© Fred Bock

Anthem of Praise Richard 
Smallwood arr Henry Panion, III 

Oh, oh, 
Oh, oh, 
Oh, oh, 
Oh, oh. 

Let everything that hath breath, 
Praise the Lord! 
Praise Him! 
Oh, praise Him! 
Let everything that hath breath, 
Praise the Lord! 
Praise Him! 

Oh, praise Him! 
Praise Him! 
Praise Him! 
Oh, praise Him! 

© Capitol CMG








Soul Sanctuary Gospel Choir Set 

Glory Hallelujah 
Darrel Petties & Strength In Praise 

Total Praise 
Richard Smallwood 

The Blessing 
Steven Furtick, Chris Brown, Cody Carnes and Kari Jobe arr Trey Mclaughlin 

And He Shall Purify 
George Frideric Handel arr Quincy Jones


Song Texts 
Sign Me Up 
Brandon A Boyd

Sign me up for the Christian jubilee;
Write my name on the, on the roll
I’ve been changed,
Since the Lord, since the Lord.
Since the Lord has lifted me.
I wanna be, yes, I got to be born again.

Roll Jordan, roll.
Roll Jordan, roll.
I wanna go to heaven when I die,
To hear ol’ Jordan roll.


O Lord, Roll Jordan, roll.
Roll Jordan, roll.
I wanna go to heaven when I die,
To hear ol’ Jordan roll.

Sign me up for the Christian jubilee;
Write my name on the, on the roll
I’ve been changed,
Since the Lord, since the Lord,
Since the Lord has lifted me.
I wanna be, yes, I got to be born again.

I got a robe in glory:
I’m gonna tell my story,
How I made it over,
How I made it over.


I got a robe in glory:
I’m gonna tell my story,
How I made it over,

Soon as I get home,
Soon as I get home,
Soon as I get home!

I’m goin’ to glory,
Gonna shout my trouble’s over.
I’m goin’ to glory,
Gonna shout my trouble’s o-o-o-over.

Halelujah!

I’ve been changed,
Since the Lord, since the Lord,
Since the Lord lifted me.
I wanna be, yes, I got to be,
Born again, born again,
Born again!

© Brandon A Boyd


Hallelujah to the King of Glory 
Jason Michael Webb 

Come let us shout, rejoicing, 
Now let us sing; let’s lift our hands before the King! 
Come let us bow before Him. 
Now let us praise; let’s give all glory to His name! 


Hallelujah to the King of glory! 
Hallelujah to the Lord of lords! 
Hallelujah to the God of Israel for 
He reigns forevermore! 

Come let us shout, rejoicing. 
Now let us sing; let’s lift our hands before the King! Come let us bow before him. Now let us praise 
Let’s give all glory to his name! 

Hallelujah to the King of glory! 
Hallelujah to the Lord of lords! 
Hallelujah to the God of Israel for 
He reigns forever, reigns forever. 

He reigns forevermore. 
© Hal Leonard

High & Lifted Up
Carol Cymbala and Oliver Wells

There is no other who deserves all of the praise.
No other, Lord, we worship You today.
You alone are worthy of all of the praise.
You alone, Lord, we magnify Your name.
You are high and lifted up in this place.

You are high and lifted up in this place,
You are high and lifted up in this place,
Lord we’ll give You all the glory,
All the honour due Your name.
You are high and lifted up, high and lifted up,
You are high and lifted up in this place.


Your name is Jesus, son of God, Almighty king.
Precious Jesus, we will lift one voice and sing.
You alone are worthy of all praise.
You alone, Lord we magnify your name.
You are high and lifted up in this place

You are high and lifted up in this place,
You are high and lifted up in this place,
Lord we’ll give You all the glory,
All the honor due Your name.

You are high and lifted up, high and lifted up,
You are high and lifted up in this place.

Lord, you’ve proven ever faithful,
Ever loving, ever true,
Now we lift our hearts and voices up to You.

You are high and lifted up in this place,
You are high and lifted up in this place,
Lord we’ll give You all the glory,
All the honor due Your name.

You are high and lifted up, high and lifted up,
You are high and lifted up in this place.

© Copyright 1998. Carol Joy Music /ASCAP
(admin. By ClearBox Rights)/Wello Music/ASCAP.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Programme 





Hallelujah Anyhow
Joseph Pace II arr Carol Cymbala

I believe I’ll testify, God’s been good to me.
Through ev’ry test and trial I’ve got the victory.
The enemy has tried his best to make me turn around, bring me down,
But my God’s never failed me yet,
So I’m gonna stand my ground.

No matter what comes my way,
I’ll lift my voice and say,
‘Hallelujah anyhow.’
Wait a minute one more time,
I think I’ll say it again,
God’s been so good to me,
He’s my closest friend,
I’ve come too far to turn around now.
I’m gonna stand, I’m gonna wait,
Watch God work it out somehow.
No matter what comes my way,
I’ll lift my voice and say,
‘Hallelujah anyhow.’

Oh Hallelu hallelu anyhow.
Hallelu, hallelu anyhow.
Hallelu, hallelu anyhow.
No matter what comes my way,
I’ll lift my voice!
I’ll lift my voice and say,
Hallelu anyhow, hallelu anyhow.
I’ll keep singing, ‘Hallelu anyhow,
Hallelu anyhow!’

© Integrity Music note by Jo Buckley

The Blessing of Abraham
Donald Lawrence orch John Stoddart

I am the God who healeth thee,
Oh, that you only trust in Me.
You are the seed by faith receive
The blessing of Abraham.

Wherever you are, where er’ you go,
Whatever you touch is anointed to grow,
You are the seed by faith receive
The blessing of Abraham.

It’s your inheritance, get your inheritance,
You are the seed by faith receive
The blessing of Abraham.

Wherever you are, where er’ you go,
Whatever you touch is anointed to grow,
You are the seed by faith receive
The blessing of Abraham.

It’s your inheritance, get your inheritance,
You are the seed by faith receive
The blessing of Abraham.

It’s yours, its yours, it’s your inheritance.

The head not the tail,
Above not beneath,
A lender, not a borrower.

Get your inheritance.


The head not the tail,
Above not beneath,
A lender, not a borrower.

You are the seed by faith receive
The blessing of Abraham.

© Donald Lawrence 

Safety
Oscar E Williams Jr
He that dwelleth in the secret place,
Of the most high God shall abide in His grace,
And He that walketh through the valley of death.
Shall in no ways be entangled by
 God’s rod He shall be kept.
So if I go into the heavens He knows.
And if I go into the deepest deaths God knows.
So no matter what may come my
 way I’m covered by His blood.
Even when Satan seems to rage,
from his hand I remain safe.
I’m in His safety, dwell in His safety,
The safety of the Lord.

I’m in His safety, rest in His safety,
The safety of the Lord.
I’m in His safety, dwell in His safety,
The safety of the Lord.
I’m in His safety, rest in His safety,
The safety of the Lord.
He is the captain of my soul,
He is my fortress from all harm,
When the storms of life begin to rage in my life,
I run into the Master’s arms
I’m in His Safety.
I’m in His safety, dwell in His safety,
The safety of the Lord.
I’m in His safety, rest in His safety,
the safety of the Lord.

The Safety of the Lord.

© Oscar E Williams Jr 

Bless the Lord
Richard Smallwood arr Henry Panion, III

Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me
Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me
With my whole heart, I will bless Him. With my spirit I will give Him the praise.
Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me
Praise Him. I will bless Him.

Do do do do do do do do do
Ba da da, ba da da, ba da da

Bless His name! Bless His name!
Bless His name, why don’t you bless His Name?

Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me
Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me
With my whole heart, I will bless Him.
With my spirit I will give Him the praise.
Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me

© Capitol CMG



André J Thomas
conductor (LSO Associate Artist)
André J Thomas is an Associate Artist with the London Symphony Orchestra. He served as Visiting Professor of Conducting and Interim Conductor of the Yale Camerata (2020–22), is an Emeritus Professor of Music at Florida State University and served as a faculty member at the University of Texas, Austin. 

Dr Thomas is in demand as a choral adjudicator, clinician and director of Honor/All-State Choirs throughout North America, Europe, Asia, New Zealand, Australia and Africa. He has conducted choirs at the state, division and national conventions of the Music Educators National Conference and the American Choral Directors Association. His international conducting credits are extensive and include being conductor/ clinician for the International Federation of Choral Musicians’ summer residency of the World Youth Choir in China and the Philippines. He was also the conductor of the World Youth Choir’s winter residency in Europe and of the premiere performance by an American choir (Florida State University Singers) in Vietnam. 

He has been the guest conductor of numerous orchestras and choirs including the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, Berlin Radio Choir, North German Radio Choir, Netherlands Radio Choir and the Czech National Symphony Orchestra. From 1988 to 2019 he served as Artistic Director of the Tallahassee Community Chorus. 

Dr Thomas has distinguished himself as a composer and arranger. He has also produced two instructional videos: What They See Is What You Get on choral conducting, and Body, Mind, Spirit, Voice on adolescent voices. His book Way Over in Beulah Lan: Understanding and Performing the Negro Spiritual (2007) has quickly become a significant resource in this area of study. 

Various musical organisations have recognised Thomas’ achievements through awards. The African Diaspora Sacred Music and Musicians has honoured Dr Thomas as a Living Legend. In 2011 his dedication to and accomplishments in the choral arts were recognised by his peers in Chorus America with a Distinguished Service Award. In 2017, ACDA presented him with its highest honour, the Robert Shaw Award, and the National Collegiate Choral Organization presented Thomas with its Lifetime Achievement Award. In 2019, he was inducted into the Florida Music Educators Hall of Fame. In 2022 he was presented with the Award of Excellence from the Southern Region of ACDA. Yale School of Music has presented him with the Samuel Simons Sanford Award, their highest honour in the School of Music. 

Dr Thomas is a past president of the Florida ACDA and the Southern Division of ACDA, and the current President of the National ACDA. 

Brandon A Boyd
piano
Dr Brandon A Boyd is the Marie M and Harry L Smith Endowed Professor and the Director of Choral Activities and Associate Professor of Music at the University of Missouri, where he conducts MU University Singers, Sankofa Chorale and Choral Union Symphonic Chorus. He also serves as the director of the graduate choral conducting program. He enjoys a versatile career as a conductor, appearing regularly as a composer-in-residence, collaborative pianist and presenter for conferences, conventions, collegiate choirs, church choirs, choral symposiums and festivals. 

He is an active composer and arranger, whose music is sung regularly by ensembles throughout the United States and abroad. He is also the curator and editor of the Brandon A Boyd Choral Series, a choral series with Hinshaw Music Publications helping to promote exciting and innovative works composed by both established and new composers and arrangers. His music also appears in the catalogs of Gentry Publications, Hinshaw Music Company, MorningStar, GIA and Kjos Music Press. In addition, he is the Executive Choral Editor of Gentry Publications. 

Among Dr Boyd’s choral and orchestral collaborations include regularly assisting and featuring as pianist in the UK with the London Symphony Orchestra. He recently prepared the NDR Elbphilharmonie Orchestra and Vokalensemble for Maestro Alan Gilbert for multiple productions of Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess in Hamburg and Kiel. In the US, he has served as a guest conductor of the Nashville Symphony, the Missouri Symphony and the St Louis Symphony. He has performed multiple times at Carnegie Hall as a guest conductor, composer and collaborative pianist. 

He holds two degrees from Florida State University (a PhD in choral music education and an MM in choral conducting) and earned a BS in music education (emphasis in piano) from Tennessee State University. He is a proud member of the Phi Mu Alpha Music Fraternity, Inc., Pi Kappa Lambda, American Choral Directors’ Association (ACDA), National Association for Music Education (NAfME), National Association of Negro Musicians (NANM) and Chorus America. Dr Boyd also serves as a National ACDA Composition Initiative committee member.

NaGuanda Nobles
soprano

NaGuanda Nobles began singing within the supportive walls of her home church. It was there that she discovered a love for singing and developed as a soloist. She accepted a full scholarship to attend The Florida State University (FSU) and received her BM and MM degrees in Voice Performance. 

Throughout her years of college, she was a featured soloist with the Florida State University Singers, directed by André J Thomas. Receiving rave reviews for her ‘big, warming soprano with a lovely shimmering top that she uses with a ravishing effect’, Nobles has made her mark on stage as a recitalist and an opera performer with the Pittsburgh Opera, Atlanta Opera, Austin Lyric Opera and the Dayton Opera, to name a few. She has also been a featured soloist with Wynton Marsalis and with the Boston Symphony Orchestra under the direction of Kurt Masur. 

In 2014 she released her debut CD of spirituals, entitled Homage to the Journey, as a tribute to the enslaved people upon whose battered shoulders she stands, and to the people who have been instrumental throughout her career. In 2019, Nobles founded The HighArt Foundation (HAF), a non-profit organization that awards scholarships, provides mentorship and create performance opportunities to the next generation of musicians. To date, The HAF has awarded over $52,000 to young musicians.
Lurine Cato MBE
soprano

Lurine Cato MBE is a multi-award-winning singer-songwriter, choir director, and vocal coach, widely celebrated as a leading voice in the UK gospel scene. She was awarded an MBE in 2020 for her services to music and charity. Her gospel prominence is underscored by her MOBO Award for Best Gospel Act in 2013, as well as being the first recipient of the Lavine Hudson Award for Vocal Excellence and a winner of multiple Premier Gospel Awards. 

Beyond her accolades, Cato has had an impressive career both as a soloist and a collaborator. She has been a lead vocalist for the B Positive Choir, reaching the finals of Britain's Got Talent to raise awareness for the NHS 'Give Blood' campaign, and has performed at major events like the Sentebale fundraising concert hosted by Prince Harry. Her talents have also been featured on film soundtracks like Rocketman and Candy Cane Lane, and she has served as a backing vocalist for global stars including Adele and Kylie Minogue. 

Cato is deeply committed to to hands-on community outreach, actively providing vocal training and inspirational speaking in schools and prisons. She has previously served as an ambassador for The Diana Award and the Children's Society, and is currently a dedicated ambassador for The Safety Box.

Christian Mark Gibbs
tenor

Guyanese-American tenor Christian Mark Gibbs
is quickly establishing himself as an artist to
watch in various mediums including opera,
musical theatre, TV/film and commercials.

Most recently, Gibbs made his Broadway debut
in Lerner and Loewe’s Camelot at Lincoln
Center Theater. In recent seasons he has
made two important house debuts: with the
Lincoln Center Theater in the hit opera Intimate
Apparel, directed by Bartlett Sher; and with
the Washington National Opera, as part of the
production of Written in Stone to celebrate the
Kennedy Center’s 50th anniversary season.
Gibbs also returned to the Metropolitan Opera,
and made his international debut as Tony in
West Side Story at the Savoy-teatteri in Finland.

In December 2021, he released the EP TONY:
Two Songs from West Side Story (LIVE),
recorded live from the West Side Story
production at the Savoy-teatteri with the
Vantaan Viihdeorkesteri. An ever-versatile
artist, he has appeared in commercials and on
screen, including in the hit US shows Wu-Tang:
An American Saga and My True Crime Story.

Clarence Hunte
Soul Sanctuary Gospel Choir
Choir Director

Clarence Hunte is a London-based choir
director, workshop leader and vocalist. For
nearly two decades, he has been a prominent
figure in the UK’s gospel and contemporary
choral scene, celebrated for his dynamic
conducting style and ability to inspire singers of
all backgrounds. Hunte's voice and leadership
have been at the heart of Soul Sanctuary
Gospel Choir (SSGC) since 2006, cultivating
a distinctive ensemble sound marked by
warmth, precision, and expressive intensity.

Beyond SSGC, Hunte serves as a choir director
for many professional and community choirs
across the UK and Europe, such as Urban
Voices Collective and the annual Saint-Benoit
Swing Gospel programme in France. His
choirs have graced iconic venues such as the
Royal Albert Hall and the O2 Arena, for events
such as the BAFTAs, the MTV EMAs, the BBC
Music Awards, as well as major national events
including the London 2012 Olympics and the
Rugby Union Internationals. Hunte also has an
extensive career as a vocalist, singing alongside
artists such as Andrea Bocelli, Tom Jones, Gary
Barlow, Coldplay and Bastille, to name a few.

Whether directing a gospel choir or
collaborating with orchestras and contemporary
artists, Hunte's work is driven by a deep
belief in music’s ability to heal and connect
people. He bridges artistry and outreach;
bringing gospel music to stages, churches,
television, studio, prisons and classrooms alike,
embodying a message of faith, joy and unity.

Emily Dickens
LSO Community Voices Vocal Coach

Emily Dickens is a soprano, music director and
choral specialist, in demand as a performer
and choral director internationally.
Dickens read music at Trinity College,
Cambridge where she was a Choral Scholar,
before joining the critically acclaimed British
vocal ensemble VOCES8 as their soprano
for eight years. She is Creative Director of
Gabrieli Roar, a Choral Director for the London
Symphony Orchestra Choirs and has been
Associate Choral Director at the Royal College
of Music Junior Department and Chorus Master
for Holland Baroque’s Gospel Baroque.

Dickens directed services for BBC Radio 4 as a
conductor at St Martin-in-the-Fields, conducted
the National Youth Choir of Great Britain in their
recent disc of contemporary commissions and
was Chorus Master for Gabrieli’s Gramophone
Award-winning recording of The Dream of
Gerontius. Dickens has run choral courses all
over the world and prepared choirs for many
high-profile concerts, recordings as well as for
film, TV and video game. She studied on the
first Royal Opera House/National Opera Studio
Women Conducting Course, has performed
in many of the world’s leading concert halls
and is heard regularly on international TV and
radio. A Decca Classics Recording Artist, she
has had four albums top the classical charts.

Soul Sanctuary Gospel Choir

Soul Sanctuary Gospel Choir (SSGC) is a
London-based gospel choir committed to
creating contemporary gospel music of the
highest standard and performing it as widely as
possible, especially in the places where gospel’s
power to raise the human spirit is most needed.

Since the choir was founded in 2005, SSGC’s
mission has been to spread a message of
faith, hope and love through gospel music;
to create performances full of life-affirming
joy and soulful celebration, collaborating with
other artists and art forms; and to support
and work with a diverse range of like-minded
churches, charities and communities.

SSGC has had the privilege of performing and
ministering on many stages – whether intimate
settings such as regular church services and
events at St James’ Piccadilly and St-Martinin-the-Fields, prison ministry or performing
to larger live audiences at Christian festivals
such as Greenbelt and Big Church Day Out.


SSGC’s reach also goes further into the
world of studio recording, film and TV. They
have provided vocals for the Rambert dance
company’s production of Note To Self in 2021,
the TV series The Chelsea Detective, the
feature film Greatest Days and ITV’s Royal
Christmas Concert alongside Freya Ridings
in 2023 and JP Cooper in 2024. SSGC was
also chosen by Mica Paris, Britain’s premier
soul singer, to be her backing choir in the
2023 Festival of Remembrance on BBC1 and
on her 2020 maiden gospel album, Gospel.






Sopranos
Bukky Abdul
Marnette Renae Bennett
Genia De Silva
Inez Eliassen
Erica Hesketh
Silla Mosley
Minnie Oliver
Magdalena Supel
Alex Wiseman

Altos
Beau Bailey
Alison Beck
Jade Elliot
Anthea Henry
Kathy McLeish
Hannah Oguntade
Rachel Owusu-Agyei
Carmen Palmer
Laura Sampson
Nisha Wiseman

Tenors
Shylo Allen
Chris Bullock
Joshua Chima
Alexis Constantinou
Moh D
Antony Fernandopulle
Ethan Hackett
Dupri McKoy
Harvey Mbemba
Adel Tuzani


Choir Director
Clarence Hunte

Piano, Band Leader
Peter Yarde Martin

Electric Bass
Johnny Cox

Drum Kit
Joe Malone







LSO Community Voices
The LSO Community Voices is a group of some 200 singers from the local City and Islington boroughs and wider London areas. 

The non-auditioned chorus was formed specifically for this concert, with an open invite for individuals, amateur choirs or singing groups to sign up to take part. The singers who are performing tonight have been rehearsing weekly since September with chorus director David Lawrence, vocal coach Emily Dickens and accompanist Ben Smith, at St Lawrence-Jewry on Guildhall. 

Prior experience of singing or the ability to read music was not a prerequisite for taking part, and the group have used sheet music, backing tracks and lyric sheets to support all levels of experience and learning types, and have benefitted from visits from Gospel specialists such as Becky Thomas and Clarence Hunte.
Singers 
Elizabeth Abbey 
Kafayat Adegoke (Jala-Jala) 
Zaid Al-Jubouri 
Jennifer Andrews 
Vicky Annand 
Claire Ashton 
Helen Atkinson 
Fiona Auty 
Hannah Aziz 
Nick Aziz 
Allyson Bailey 
Enrica Balestra 
Helen Barnes 
Rachel Bartels 
Friederike Beisler 
Jennifer Bell 
Kate Bellamy 
Carole Berry 
Nathalie Blondeau 
Emma Booty 
Leah Borromeo 
Belinda Botchway 
Kelsey Botne 
Charlotte Bradford 
Philipa Brobbey 
Patricia Brooks 
Caroline Brown 
Curtis Brown 
Gary F Brown 
Joanna Brown 
Marcia Ann Brown 
Susannah Browne 
Lynne Burrows 
Kaylin Cain 
Nathan Campbell- Adams 
David Candy 
Felicity Candy 
Vicky Carnegy- Arbuthnott 
James Carnell 
Jane Carr 
Michael Chambers 
Nadia Chambers 
Elzbieta Chandrasena 
Julie Chapman 
Claire Chatelet 
Yvonne Chisese 
Kundayi Chitenhe 
Rhoda Chitenhe 
Laura Clarke 
Marie Colangelo 
Gwen Daniels 
Barbara Dann 
Julie Dark 
Charles Dean 
Jamie Di Francescomarino 
Damilola Ifedola 
Dimeji-Ajayi Damilola 
Carol Doherty 
Anne-Marie Dolor 
Sharon Dominique 
Angela Dunmore 
Caroline H Duncan 
Arlene Dunkley-Wood 
Audjurine Dunkley 
Stephanie Dyer 
Siân Ede 
Rombout Eikelenboom 
Eliana Echeverry 
Ade Eleyae 
Sholi Ellen 
Shirley Embling 
Elizabeth Emmanuel 
Emmie Faust 
Merthia Fell 
Paul Feltham 
Helena Fleming 
Michael Flynn 
Yvonne Foreshaw 
Carol Fox 
Dawn Frampton 
Tara Frances 
Gabrielle Gale 
Margaret Gaskin 
Deonne George- Charles 
Molly Gill 
Yvonne Grant
Amanda Greatorex
Lucia Groizard
Judy Hallgarten
Emily Hallgarten
Minna Hartikainen
Jennifer Haynes
Sheryl Hendrickson
Stella Hewins
Philippa Hill
Christine Hochleitner
Mariana Holguin Madero
Christopher Hough
Anita Howard
Miroslava Ileckova
Flick Isaac-Chilton
Margarita Ivanova
Patricia James
Giulia Jemec
Rosemarie Jenkins
Kirsty Jenkinson
Jacqueline John
Dorothy Jones
Rupert Jones
Sylvia Jones
Karen Johnson
Aldane Juarez
 Manosalva
Jacqueline Kelly-Jarvis
Azamat Khalboev
Nicholas Klar
Vasiliki Koukoulioti
Elizabeth Ladimeji
Avani Lal
James Laughton-Smith
Fiona Lean
Kate Leece
Gracja Lazarczyk
H Li
Marie Loney
Jacqueline Loundes
James Lua
Lyn Lua
Zinèbe Maach
Neil MacInnes
Lynda MacInnes
June Mahmout
Anesu Noelle Mande
Natasha Mann
Kate Marshall
Jenny Martin
Dawn Matthews
Lucy Mathen
Jenny Mayers
Natalie Meaker
Matthew Meyerink
Sandra Mighty
Emma Mitchell
Paul Millington
Njemileh Minkah
Linden Monck
Alison Monaghan
Reima Morgan
Yasuko Morley
Brenda Moore
Corinne Moffatt
Margaret Narcisse
Selena Ng
Maureen Ngozi Obi-Ezekpazu
Victoria Odubiyi
Rosaline Ogunro
Sandy Officer
Leanne Officer-Jacquet
Rikky Onefeli
Engin Ozger
Caroline Pardy
Isabelle Parsons
Lizzie Pettitt
Linda Phillips
Ava Pinnock-Hartley
Sandra Rattenni Morris
Scarlett Ray
Trish Rogers
Jacqueline Rodney
Zina Ramzi
Jennifer Saunders
John Serocold
Janet Shallow
Katie Shaw
Jacqueline Shearman
Phyllis Shortridge
K Kage Shu
Ellen Sinclair
Farne Sinclair
Patricia Silvera
Carole Small
Rachael Smith
Patricia Soares
Ana Sosa-Garcia
Andrea St John
Arren Stromboli
Seth Stromboli
Yvonne Taylor
Josephine Thomas
Valerie Thompson
Natalie Thrasivoulou
Clare Trueman
Simon Turner
Sharon Tynan
Steve Wakefield
Ebony-Gale Ward
Chris Watson
Rebekah Watkins
Carlet White-Griffiths
Jo Whitehouse
Lucy Whittaker
Eujanie Wilson
Poppy Worlidge
Jennifer Wright
Nathalie Zaroslinski

London Symphony Chorus 

The London Symphony Chorus was founded in 1966 to complement the work of the London Symphony Orchestra. The LSC has performed with many leading orchestras: frequently with the LSO and also with the Berlin Philharmonic, Vienna Philharmonic, Leipzig Gewandhaus, Los Angeles Philharmonic, New York Philharmonic and, more recently, with Les Siècles, the SWR Symphony Orchestra and with the Simón Bolívar Symphony Orchestra of Venezuela. 

Last season’s concerts included Puccini’s La Rondine and Suor Angelica, Vaughan Williams’ A Sea Symphony, Tippett’s A Child of Our Time and Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony under Sir Antonio Pappano; Shostakovich’s Second Symphony and Brahms’ Schicksalslied under Gianandrea Noseda; Mahler’s Second Symphony under Michael Tilson Thomas; Symphonic Gospel under Dr André J Thomas; Mahler’s Third Symphony under Gustavo Dudamel; Mahler’s Eighth Symphony with the London Philharmonic Orchestra and Choir under Edward Gardner; and the UK premiere of No Friend But the Mountains under Joseph Young. 

In recent seasons, the LSC has performed Mendelssohn’s Elijah and Britten’s War Requiem under Sir Antonio Pappano; Orff’s Carmina Burana and Shostakovich’s Nos 3 and 13 under Gianandrea Noseda; Janáček’s Katya Kabanova and Jenufa under Sir Simon Rattle; Schubert’s Mass in A flat and Ravel’s Daphnis and Chloe under François-Xavier Roth; Bruckner’s Te Deum under Nathalie Stutzmann; Holst’s The Planets under Jaime Martín; Debussy’s Nocturnes under Susanna Mälkki; The Dante Project under Thomas Adès and Koen Kessels at the Royal Opera House; Howard Goodall’s Never to Forget (online during lockdown and, subsequently, in St Paul’s Cathedral); and Duruflé’s Requiem under Lionel Sow (Chorus Director of the Chœur de l’Orchestre de Paris). 

The LSC tours extensively in Europe. Recent tours have included Paris, Baden-Baden and Luxembourg under Sir Simon Rattle with the LSO; Monte Carlo and Aix-en-Provence under Kazuki Yamada with the Orchestre Philharmonique de Monte-Carlo; and Stuttgart, Berlin, Freiburg, Dortmund and Hamburg under Teodor Currentzis with the SWR Symphony Orchestra. With the LSO, the LSC performed Mahler and Bernstein in Maestro, the 2023 Oscar-nominated biopic of Leonard Bernstein, starring Bradley Cooper and Carey Mulligan, with Yannick Nézet-Séguin as music advisor. 

The LSC is an independent charity run by its members and it engages actively in the musical life of London and further afield. In addition to seeking new members and audiences it also commissions and performs new works. The LSC is an international ensemble, with members from over 25 countries.

President 
Sir Simon Rattle OM CBE 
Vice President 
Michael Tilson Thomas 
Patrons Sir Simon Russell Beale CBE 
Howard Goodall CBE 
Chorus Director 
Mariana Rosas 
Associate Directors 
Jack Apperley 
Hilary Campbell 
Daniel Mahoney 
Director Emeritus 
Simon Halsey CBE 
Chorus Accompanist 
Benjamin Frost 
Vocal Coaches 
Norbert Meyn 
Anita Morrison 
Rebecca Outram 
Robert Rice 
Chair 
Damian Day 
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On Stage 
Sopranos 
Georgie Bateman 
Francesca Calori 
Laura Catala-Ubassy 
Alana Clark 
Elise Crambes 
Harriet Crawford 
Maja Dabagh 
Alice Dee 
Emily Dick 
Dandy Freeman 
Joanna Gueritz 
Sally Ho 
Denise Hoilette 
Peppie Johnson 
Caddy Kroll 
Frankie Mosely 
Doris Nikolic 
Melissa Nock 
Veronica O'Connell 
Alexandra Ollendorff 
Gill O'Neill 
Maggie Owen 
Liz Reeve 
Deborah Staunton 
Eleanor Sterland 
Hannah Wilkes 
Olivia Wilkinson 
Eleri Williams 
Rachel Wilson 

Altos 
Kate Aitchison 
Enid Armstrong 
Nicola Bedwin 
Jo Buchan 
Sherae Callum 
Sheila Cobourne 
Lynn Eaton 
Linda Evans 
Amanda Freshwater 
Sophie George 
Julia Gervais 
Edda Hendry 
Elisabeth Iles 
Carolyn Jarvis 
Cristina Jerney 
Jill Jones 
Vanessa Knapp 
Anne Loveluck 
Sarah McCartney 
Jane Muir 
Dorothy Nesbit 
Helen Palmer 
Beth Potter 
Susannah Priede 
Natalia Riley 
Lis Smith 
Linda Thomas 
Rafaela Tripalo 
Snezhana Valcheva 
Zoe Williams 

Tenors 
Paul Allatt 
Erik Azzopardi 
Kyle Berry 
Philipp Boeing 
Tom Bracewell 
Oliver Burrows 
Kevin Cheng 
Conor Cook 
Andrew Fuller 
Simon Goldman 
Rajiv Guha 
Jude Lenier 
Tim Lloyd 
Olwyn McCollin 
Davide Prezzi 
Chris Riley 
Peter Sedgwick 
Chris Straw 
Richard Street 
Malcolm Taylor 
James Warbis 
Robert Ward 


Basses 
Joseph Al-Khalili 
Ian Boughton 
Gavin Buchan 
Greg Callus 
Harry Clarke 
Robert Garbolinski 
John Graham 
Robert Hare 
Owen Hanmer 
Anthony Howick 
Douglas Jones 
Jim Nageotte 
Rob Sanders Hewett 
Rod Stevens 
Greg Storkan 
Anthony Wilder

David Lawrence 
LSO Symphonic Gospel LSC Chorus Director 
David Lawrence is one of the UK’s most versatile conductors, working with orchestras, symphony choruses and national youth choirs. He has conducted in more than 25 countries, including Canada, Colombia, India, Singapore, the UAE and the US, and has worked regularly in Australia since 2005. Lawrence is the Principal Conductor of the Basel Proms Chorus in Switzerland with whom he led over 36,000 voices during the final of this year’s Eurovision Song Contest. He holds positions with the Harrogate and Huddersfield Choral Societies, is President of the National Association Choirs, and was recently awarded a prestigious ARAM by the Royal Academy of Music for his services to the music profession. 

Lawrence has worked with most of the UK’s national youth choirs and symphony choruses, and for ten years was a regular guest conductor of the Netherlands Radio Choir. He conducted for BBC’s Songs of Praise for 20 years and remains a well-known conductor of ‘big sing’ events, such as the 700-voice Spem in Alium for BBC television and the World Festival Singers in Barcelona. Earlier this year Lawrence returned to the Festival of Voices in Hobart to conduct Verdi’s Requiem, only the third performance of this work ever to have taken place in Tasmania. He shares a number of Guinness World Records with Young Voices, the largest series of children’s choir concerts in the world. Lawrence has been their Principal Conductor since 1999, and this annual series of concerts hosts choirs of between 5,000 and 8,000 singers. 

Mariana Rosas 
LSC Chorus Director
Mariana Rosas is an Argentinian conductor based in the UK and Chorus Director of the London Symphony Chorus. In this role, she has collaborated with Sir Antonio Pappano, Gianandrea Noseda, Michael Tilson Thomas, Gustavo Dudamel and Dr André J Thomas, among others.  
As well as her work with the LSC, Rosas is an Associate Artist with Birmingham Opera Company, Conductor at National Youth Choir and Director of Choirs at the University of Birmingham, a role that involves conducting as well as teaching. She has collaborated with the Royal Opera House, Glyndebourne, Rundfunkchor Berlin, BBC Symphony Chorus, City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra Chorus, London Voices, West Midlands Inclusive Choir, the Royal College of Music and WDR Rundfunkchor Cologne.  Rosas was educated in Italy and Argentina, where she studied at the National University of Arts of Argentina and the Conservatoire of the City of Buenos Aires ‘Manuel de Falla’. In 2018, she moved to the UK to study at the University of Birmingham with Simon Halsey CBE. 

Prior to her move to the UK, she was Assistant Professor of Choral Practice at the National University of Arts in Buenos Aires, and has worked as a guest conductor in Denmark, Canada, Italy and Switzerland. 
London Symphony Orchestra
On Stage
Leader
Benjamin Marquise Gilmore 
First Violins
Savva Zverev 
Ginette Decuyper 
Laura Dixon 
Maxine Kwok 
William Melvin 
Stefano Mengoli 
Iwona Muszynska 
Elizabeth Pigram 
Csilla Pogány 
Harriet Rayfield 
Sylvain Vasseur 

Second Violins
Anna Blackmur 
Sarah Quinn 
Miya Väisänen 
Helena Buckie 
Matthew Gardner 
Naoko Keatley 
Alix Lagasse 
Belinda McFarlane 
Andrew Pollock 
Paul Robson 
Violas
Gillianne Haddow 
Malcolm Johnston 
Anna Bastow 
Germán Clavijo 
Julia O’Riordan 
Sally Belcher 
May Dolan 
Shiry Rashkovsky 
Cellos
David Cohen 
Laure Le Dantec 
Alastair Blayden 
Salvador Bolón 
Daniel Gardner 
Amanda Truelove 
Double Basses
Rodrigo Moro Martín 
Patrick Laurence 
Thomas Goodman 
Joe Melvin
Flutes 
Anna Wolstenholme 
Imogen Royce 

Piccolo 
Patricia Moynihan
Oboes
Juliana Koch 
Rosie Jenkins 
Cor Anglais
Maxwell Spiers 
Clarinets 
Chris Richards 
Chi-Yu Mo 
Bass Clarinet 
Ferran Garcerà Perelló
Bassoons 
Daniel Jemison
Joost Bosdijk
Contrabassoon 
Martin Field 

Horns
Diego Incertis Sánchez 
Jonathan Maloney 
Oliver Johnson 
Kathryn Saunders 
Tommaso Rusconi 
Trumpets 
James Fountain 
Adam Wright 
Katie Smith 
James Davison 
Trombones 
Simon Johnson 
Jonathan Hollick 
Gemma Riley 
Bass Trombone 
Paul Milner

Tuba 
Matthew Lait
Timpani 
Patrick King 
Percussion 
Neil Percy 
Sam Walton 
Owen Gunnell 
Harps
Anneke Hodnett 
Bass Guitar 
Dave Troke 
Electric Guitar 
Huw Davies 
Drum Kit 
Matthew French 


London Symphony Orchestra 
Patron 
His Majesty The King 
Chief Conductor 
Sir Antonio Pappano 
Conductor Emeritus 
Sir Simon Rattle OM CBE 
Principal Guest Conductors 
Gianandrea Noseda 
François-Xavier Roth 
Conductor Laureate 
Michael Tilson Thomas 
Associate Artists 
Barbara Hannigan 
André J Thomas


At the London Symphony Orchestra, we believe that extraordinary music should be available to everyone, everywhere – from orchestral fans in the concert hall to firsttime listeners all over the world. 

The LSO was established in 1904 as one of the first orchestras shaped by its musicians. Since then, generations of remarkable talents have built our reputation for quality, ambition and a commitment to sharing the joy of music with everyone. We perform some 70 concerts every year as Resident Orchestra at the Barbican, with our family of artists: Chief Conductor Sir Antonio Pappano, Conductor Emeritus Sir Simon Rattle, Principal Guest Conductors Gianandrea Noseda and François-Xavier Roth, Conductor Laureate Michael Tilson Thomas, and Associate Artists Barbara Hannigan and André J Thomas. We have major artistic residencies in Paris, Tokyo and at the Aix-en-Provence Festival, and a growing presence across Asia and Australia. 

Through LSO Discovery, our learning and community programme, 60,000 people each year experience the transformative power of music. Our musicians are at the heart of this unique programme, leading workshops, mentoring bright young talent, and visiting schools, hospitals and community spaces. The home of much of this work is LSO St Luke’s, our venue on Old Street. Last month, following a programme of works, the LSO opened up the venue’s facilities to more people than ever before, with new state-of-the-art recording facilities and dedicated spaces for LSO Discovery. 

Our record label LSO Live is a leader among orchestraowned labels, bringing to life the excitement of a live performance. The catalogue of over 200 acclaimed recordings reflects the artistic priorities of the Orchestra – from popular new releases, such as Janáček’s Katya Kabanova with Sir Simon Rattle, to favourites like Vaughan Williams’ symphonies with Sir Antonio Pappano and Verdi’s Requiem with Gianandrea Noseda. 
The LSO has been prolific in the studio since the infancy of orchestral recording, making more recordings than any other orchestra – over 2,500 projects to date – across film, video games and bespoke audio collaborations. Recent highlights include soundtrack recordings for the video game Genshin Impact, a Mercury Music Prize-nominated collaboration with Floating Points and Pharoah Sanders, and appearing on screen and on the Grammy-winning soundtrack for the film Maestro, which was also nominated for multiple BAFTA and Oscar awards. 

Through inspiring music, learning programmes and digital innovations, our reach extends far beyond the concert hall. And thanks to the generous support of The City of London Corporation, Arts Council England, corporate supporters, trusts and foundations and individual donors, the LSO is able to continue sharing extraordinary music with as many people as possible, across London and the world. 
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